Four Soils
Mark 4:1-20
When Jesus told this story, he was standing in a boat right off the seashore. The
multitudes of people came to hear Jesus teach, because he explained spiritual truth
through simple stories that resonated with common, uneducated families. Jesus was
always using creative, inclusive ways to help people in his path to discover the Father’s
love and his invitation for them to repent and enter his kingdom. The sun rising in the
background represents God’s promises in Lamentations 3:21-26 that his mercies are
new and fresh every single day, his hope shines brightly during troubled times, and he is
faithful to help us and shepherd us through each day as we abide in him. Jesus has one
hand raised as a sign that this story is important, and we need to pay attention and
learn what he wants us to understand about his kingdom and wisdom. He is standing on
the first soil type which is dry and cracked representing the hard path soil where Satan
snatches up all kingdom seeds sown because the soil is so hard and people’s hearts
opposed to the Holy Spirit’s work. The rocky soil represents the heart soil of people who
are interested in Jesus and his kingdom but are tossed about like waves through life
because of unpredictable circumstances and unexpected trials that keep them from
being fruitful. The thorny soil represents the heart soil of people who also are interested
in Jesus and his kingdom but value and pursue the deceitful riches and foolish priorities
of this pagan world and ultimately end up distracted, worried, and full of doubt. Jesus is
pointing to the good, fruit-bearing soil which represents the heart soil that is fertile
ground for the truth of Scripture and shepherding care of the Holy Spirit. This soil bears
a healthy crop of fruit that multiplies because the soil is carefully cultivated, and the
roots are deep and draw from the living water of Jesus Christ.
Four Soils story sketches:
Sketch #1: Farmer sowing seed - This picture is the story logo. This sketch illustrates
the farmer sowing the seeds of the kingdom on four soil types.
Sketch #2: Seed & soil: This sketch illustrates the first part of the story where Jesus
teaches and begins this story with a farmer who sows seed on hard soil.
Sketch #3: Rocks & thorns: This sketch illustrates the second part of the story where
Jesus describes the second and third types of receptive but unfruitful soils.
Sketch #4: Plant & roots - This sketch illustrates the third part of the story where Jesus
describes the healthy fourth soil that bears a fruitful, multiplying crop.

